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Report on the second conference of the Society for Toxicologic Pathology 

in India in collaboration with the Society of Toxicologic Pathology, USA 

 

The second conference of Society for Toxicologic Pathology in India “Current 

concepts in Toxicologic Pathology” was organized in association with Society 

of Toxicologic Pathology, USA. The conference was held at Hotel Atria, 

Bangalore during October 23-25, 2008.  

 

The proceedings of the conference were as follows: 

 

The program started with invocation followed by welcome address by Dr. 

Geeta Nirody, Vice President, STPI Dr. S.K. Vijayasarathi. President of STPI 

delivered the presidential address briefing the audience about the society and its 

activities. 

 

Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Director, Indian Institute of Toxicology Research, 

Lucknow and Dr. Suresh Honnapagol, Vice Chancellor, Karnataka Veterinary, 

Animal and Fisheries Sciences University, Bidar inaugurated the conference by 

traditional lighting of lamp. This was followed by inaugural address by the 

distinguished guests. Dr. Shekar Chelur, General Secretary, STPI delivered the 

vote of thanks. 

 

The first technical session was chaired by Dr. M .R. Marathe and rapporteured 

by Dr. Suguna Rao. The session began with introduction and symposium 

overview by Dr. Shashi Ramaiah, who coordinated this STPI-STP 

collaboration. The first lecture was “Bone marrow differentiation in Toxicology 

studies - Sense and non-sense” delivered by Dr. Klaus Webber, CSO, RCC Ltd, 

Switzerland. This lecture was followed by a talk on Immunotoxicologic 

pathology by the STP pathologist, Dr. Paul Snyder, Professor of Toxicologic 

Pathology, Comparative Pathobiology Department, Purdue University. Dr. K. 

S. Rao, Senior Director and Head of Toxicology, Advinus Therapeutics Pvt. 

Ltd delivered a lecture on “Safety assessment of monoclonal antibodies”. The 

afternoon session was chaired by Dr. T. P Suresh and rapporteured by Dr. 

Umesh Sangamwar. In this session, Dr. Dana Walker, Director of Clinical 

Pathology-Syracuse Site, Bristol-Myers Squibb, gave a lecture on 

Immunotoxicopathology. Dr. Roli Khattri, CSO, Agility Bio, affiliate of 

Bioimagene delivered a sponsored lecture on digital pathology solutions with 

brief introduction of the new CRO “AgilityBio”. 
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These lectures were followed by Professor V. M. Shingatgeri memorial young scientist 

award presentations. Dr. M. R. Marathe and Dr. M. R. Pore judged the presentations.  

 

On the second day (24th October) the morning sessions were chaired by Dr M. C. 

Prasad, and rapporteured by Dr. Sowmya Bharath .The lectures were on Toxicology of 

Blood and Bone Marrow which were given by Dr. Nancy Everds, Veterinary Clinical 

Pathologist at Amgen, Inc. and Dr. Shashi Ramaiah, Clinical Pathologist & Biomarker 

Lead, Pfizer Global Research and Development.. The technical session started with 

lecture on “Design, conduct and interpretation of Safety Pharmacology studies in 

support of IND application for Biologicals” by Dr. Noël Dybdal, Associate Director of 

Safety Assessment, Genentech Inc. Two sponsored lectures given were by Dr. Thomas 

Budiman of TSE systems, Germany on Inhalation exposure systems and Lab master 

system and second on Image analysis for Toxicology by Mr. Leonhard Heidingsfelder 

-  Meta Systems  Asia Co. Ltd., Hong Kong. Dr. B. Sesikeran Director of NIN, 

Hyderabad lectured on “Preparing protocols for safety assessment of recombinant 

DNA products”. 

 

The afternoon sessions, chaired by Dr. Mukul Gajendragad, and rapporteured by Dr 

Girish Joshi had two informative lectures. These were given by Dr. Venkatesh Udupa, 

Associate Director, Ranbaxy Laboratories on “Phospholipidosis and its impact on risk 

assessment of pharmaceuticals” and Dr. Sowmya Bharath, Scientist, Infective 

Pharmacology Department, AstraZeneca India Pvt. Ltd, on “ Comparative Pathology 

of Tuberculosis following infection from mice to man”. 

 

The technical sessions on October 25th 2008 started under the chairmanship of Dr .M. 

L. Satyanarayana, and rapporteured by Dr Venkatesh Udupa. The first  lecture was 

given by Dr. S. K Vijayasarathi, Head of Pathology, Advinus Therapeutics Pvt. Ltd on 

“ Rodent models of metabolic disorders and their use in safety assessment”. This was 

followed by Dr. Srinivas Rao’s (Chief, Laboratory Animal Medicine, Vaccine 

Research Center, NIAID/NIH) talk on, “Impact of  Laboratory animal diseases on 

Toxicologic Pathology.” 

 

Professor V. M. Shingetgeri memorial young scientist award was presented to Dr. 

Pankaj Shelar of Ranbaxy Research laboratories and best poster awards was presented 

to Dr. Dayanand T. S of Aurigene Discovery Technologies Ltd. This was followed by 

a talk on “Advances in biomarkers for detection of renal diseases- Toxicologic 

Pathology of Urinary system” delivered by Dr. Vishal Vaidya, Brigham and Women's 

Hospital, Harvard Medical School. The last lecture of the conference was delivered by 

Dr. Brian Short, Senior Director of Pathology, Allergan, Inc. on Urinary System 

Toxicologic Pathology. These sessions were chaired by Dr. Shashi Ramaiah, and 

rapporter was Dr. Kavitha Rani. B. 
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 The Valedictory session was very informative and interactive discussions took place 

between the young pathologists and the experts in Toxicology and Pathology in both 

the academic and industrial fields in India and abroad. 

 

Proceeding of the General Body meeting on 23rd and 24th October 2008 

 

Dr. Geeta Nirody, Vice president, STPI welcomed all STPI members for this business 

session.  

 

Dr. Vijayasarathi, President STPI addressed the members briefing the achievements of 

the current EC members in the past two years. The members of STPI ratified the 

election of Treasurer, Dr. Kamala Kannan, who was taking care of the society accounts 

after the elected treasurer Dr. Anil Kumar left office for higher studies in Canada. He 

also deliberated the change of venue from Hyderabad to Bangalore due to unavoidable 

circumstances. He informed members about the EC meeting with Dr. Nancy Everds 

(then President of STP) and Dr. Peter Mann in Bangalore on 3rd October 2006. The 

initial discussion on STP and STPI collaboration was started during their visit to 

Bangalore. The details regarding the technical seminar by Dr. Shashi Ramaiah 

followed by EC meeting to discuss the details of next conference and the format 

discussion were conveyed to the members. 

 

Affiliation of STPI with IFSTP started with the initial interaction of Dr. Robert Ettlin 

and Dr. Geeta Nirody and STPI was invited to attend IFSTP EC meeting on June 24th 

in San Francisco. As a STPI member, Dr. Srinivas Rao of NIH represented STPI and 

briefed about the activity and future plans of the society in the EC meeting of the 

IFSTP. Dr. S. K. Vijayasarathi was elected as the councilor of STPI to IFSTP and was 

invited to attend the next IFSTP EC meeting at Edinburgh, Scotland. Dr. Vijayasarathi 

informed the members that our application has been favorably discussed and accepted. 

Official communication regarding affiliation of STPI with IFSTP will follow soon.  

 

Dr. Shekar Chelur, General Secretary informed the members that no nominations are 

received for the post of office bearers. Dr. S. J. Sephardim, special advisor, STPI 

highlighted the contribution of the present EC members for the society and proposed to 

elect the current office bearers for one more term of two years. Dr. M. R. Marathe 

seconded the proposal and all members present unanimously agreed to extend the 

tenure of the current office bearers for one more term. 
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Due to lack of time to discuss in detail, all members present opinioned to continue the 

meeting on 24th Evening. The members present discussed in detail the e-mails sent by 

few STPI members to current office bearers not to hold the elections during this 

general body meeting but to have the election by secret ballot on a later date. Dr. M. R. 

Marathe proposed to disregard the request to have a secret ballot election. The proposal 

was seconded by Dr. M. C Prasad. The General Body discussed at length and since no 

nominations had come till the time of General Body meeting, in spite of advanced 

official communication by the General Secretary, it unanimously opined to abide by 

the decision taken on 23rd October, 2008. 

 

Newsletter editorial was recommended to continue in the present format. One printed 

copy of edited newsletter to be kept for records at the society’s office. I was decided 

that the newsletter is to be circulated by e-mail and posted on website. 

 

Generous offer of STP to allow access of goRENI database to all STPI members was 

discussed. The members urged the President of the society to officially communicate to 

Dr. Peter Mann for facilitating the same. 

 

Dr. S. K. Vijayasarathi proposed the names of Dr. Shashi Ramaiah and Dr. Srinivas 

Rao to be elected as liaison officers for offshore out reach of STPI and its activities. 

All members unanimously accepted the proposal and thanked Dr. Shashi Ramaiah and 

Dr. Srinivas Rao for facilitating such wonderful conferences. 

 

General Body discussed to increase the number of executive members. Members were 

asked to volunteer themselves. Dr. Sowmya Bharath of AstraZeneca, Bangalore and 

Dr. Yogesh Murkunde of IIBAT, Chennai volunteered and was unanimously accepted. 

 

Society’s audited statement till March 2008 was approved by general body. Dinner 

expenses at March 2008 CL Davis foundation first seminar was ratified and passed by 

members. Accounts of the society for conduct of second conference was discussed and 

approved tentatively till receipt of audited statements and will be ratified during the 

next general body meeting. 

 

The discussion regarding availing for the income tax exemption was initiated. The 

Treasurer was advised to consult the Chartered Accountant regarding required 

documents like rental agreement for the office and audit statements.  

 

Members felt the need for formation of sub committee for revision of constitution of 

STPI to strengthen the society further. 

 

Dr. M .R. Marathe thanked all the organizing committee members for successful 

conduct of the conference. 
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